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And if we haste not to repel                                                6,40o
With valiance the miscreant throng
We might perchance delay too long."
God! What loss, what adversity,
What grief and what calamity
Befell the host upon that tide!
How many Saracens had died
Had sin not gained the upper hand
To thwart the countercharge we planned!
Our men took careful counsel, weighed
Their chances of success, and laid                                       6,410
A plan to charge, most likely to succeed
If everyone had given heed.
Before our squadrons dashed headlong
On theirs, three spots were fixed among
The host j six trumpets thence would blow
The signal to attack the foe.
Two in the vanguard were to stay,
Two in the rear, and two midway.
And if each man had done his work
Aright, we should have crushed the Turk.                            6,420
A  PREMATURE  CHARGE
But two men, who could not refrain
From charging, made our efforts vain.
Before the rest they dashed ahead
And left two Turkish soldiers dead.
One of these two knights martial
Was marshal of the Hospital,25
The other, Baldwin le Caron,26
Bold as a lion, companion
Of the English king, 'neath whose command
25 This marshal of the Hospital is identified by Paris as William Borrel, who is
known to have held the office in 1193. He might however have been Lambet, who was
marshal in 1188. (Delaville LeRoulx, Hospitalers, p. 4.10,)
36 Baldwin le Caron is identified by Paris as a Flemish knight who is listed among
the Flemish knights at a tournament in the Gutllaume le Marechal (11. 165, 4571)-
Norgate (Richard, p. 187) calls him a Norman.